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*************************************************** *************************** 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Charlotte Penrose, your President here again.  I cannot believe another 
year has passed already.   
 
After another difficult year for many people, we are still striving to forge 
closer links with the College, staff, scholars and BPA.  We met with the 
Head Master to this end in January and had a most fruitful discussion 
with him and the Second Master. 
 

2010 saw a very successful Tyneside Reunion and another Annual Reunion and we hope to 
continue this momentum through 2011 and 2012.  Mrs Varley is hosting the next geographical 
Reunion in Rye and is offering the opportunity for those members who attended Bexhill to visit 
this site.  Also, after canvassing opinions from members we are hoping to hold a Reunion for 
those who attended in the 1970s, 80s and 90s so watch this space for more information. 
 
The College is currently looking at totally redeveloping its website and the Secretary attended the 
first of many Steering Committee Meetings.  It is hoped that next year the Association may have 
its own section of the College website.   
 
Throughout last year the Association, and CORA’s efforts to raise funds have been ongoing with 
a number of very successful Chapel Recitals being held.  Please check the Events Calendar for 
details of upcoming Fund Raising Events. 
 
Also, the work being carried out by Mrs C Pocock and Mrs R Hedley to renovate the Memorial 
Garden is nearly complete.  It is hoped that a Grand Opening Ceremony will be held in the 
summer to invite all BORA members and College staff and scholars to use this new quiet, 
reflective space as needed. 
 
As you can see, much work has been carried out over the last year and the Association’s efforts to 
move forward and to develop a closer relationship with the College and the scholars is ongoing.  
Our most valuable resource is our membership and we look forward to your continuing support. 
Charlotte Penrose 
President of the BORA  
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HEADMASTER’S REPORT 
 

The College has been thrilled with on-going progress through the academic year 2009/10, in spite of all 
the difficulties of the global economic climate. Among the struggles with the snow in the New Year 
2010, we were the only school locally to stay open.  We seized both the fantastic social opportunity 
(our communal snowman-building brought together everyone from seventy days to seventy years old) 
and the academic opportunity of those few days when, spontaneously, the scholars achieved some of the 
best, most creative work seen for a long time. 
 
Academically, we’re now doing better than many schools in the area who probably see themselves as 
pretty top-notch, such as Bradfield College.  Our A-B grades at A Level hit 69%, up 21 points, and our A-
C grades reached 84%, a 4-point upward shift.  Our highest scoring student, Kemal Atayev, pushed 
himself to a massive 540 UCAS points (over 600 if you include his additional UCAS points), working at 
the highest academic level, in his second language.  On average, every individual A Level subject entry 
last summer scored 1½ grades above its ALIS prediction.  At GCSE, we came out as the second-highest-
ranked school in the Wokingham area.  87% of our GCSE candidates gained at least five GCSEs including 
Maths and English at Grades A* to C, a six point increase on last year, outperforming establishments such 
as the Oratory further afield. 
 
The level of personal and communal self-management set by our prefect team, under Matt Bell and Zoe 
Vinden, has been impressive – clearly contributing to the College’s capacity to deepen its steadiness, its 
focus and its productivity. 

Sports continue to be powerful.  We were – in either the minor or the major schools category (you’re 
major or minor depending on the size of your team), for the seventh year in a row – the Independent 
Schools National Judo Champions.  This was achieved magnificently and gallantly, by our smallest team 
ever, with Steffano Frontini, winning Bronze, and Josh Trafford and  Marcus Trafford both winning 
Gold. 
Bearwood produces many fine sporting youngsters.  Just a few examples.  We have been thrilled for Matt 
Dunn representing England, playing in the U19 cricket team in Bangladesh and in the World Cup in New 
Zealand, and is now playing professionally for Surrey.  Dean Santangelo has gone professional, having 
signed papers with Reading Football Club; and James Dale has done the same with Bristol Rovers 
(following in the footsteps of Old Royal David Meyhew).  In Athletics, Robbie Galardo represents 
Berkshire in the Multi-event; Tristan Coles is training for the England Schools Qualification; and 
Georgina Hall trains with the BBO Elite Girls team, playing excellently in the British Junior Golf 
Tour and Tournament having been selected for the Lee Westwood Academy. 
 
In the Duke of Edinburgh Award, a fundamentally collaborative enterprise, we “punch far above our 
weight”.   The scholars’ DofE fund-raising for Help for Heroes had exceeded £2,500 by the Summer, and 
is continuing into the new academic year.  At Bronze, Silver and Gold, we again gained four times more 
than our expected share of the regional Awards.  Just before Christmas, Chris Saunders and Philip 
Tattersall received their Gold Awards in St James’ Palace.  

Our off-campus group trips programme is, in this day and age, quite amazing.  In the last three terms, 
there have been over fifteen hundred off-campus scholar-trips – in addition to all the regular events logged 
in the blue diary.  The pinnacle of the many creative trips was a fantastic Art, Textiles and Photography 
Trip to New York, led by Mr Abery, who also led that even more amazing World Challenge Trip to 
Brazil, trekking through rainforests, and contributing to a community development project.  Mr Dance 
made the Grenada Sports Tour more than memorable; the fantastic team programme included cricket 
matches (Won 2, Lost 2) and football matches (Won 1, Drew 1, Lost 1), plus a Caribbean catamaran 
voyage!   
 
The CCF contingent has gone great guns through the year, with many fine weekend exercises, a splendid 
Adventure Training camp, a glorious formal Regimental Dinner and a first-rate Biennial Inspection.   
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Scholars participating in our Military Equitation Course, unique to Bearwood, had their Certificates 
awarded at Windsor by General Officer Commanding London District, Major General W G Cubitt 
CBE. Our team at the CCF Summer Camp won several trophies including the Fastest Assault-Course 
trophy and the Best March-and-Shoot trophy. Most significantly they won the famous Longmore Stick as 
the Best Contingent Overall, beating off 2000 other cadets and some 4 dozen other schools. 

The College’s commitment to the maritime world continues unabated.  We charitably support a number of 
children from sea-faring families.  We are members of SeaVision UK, delivering a sea dimension 
throughout the curriculum.  Scholars develop a wide range of high-level water-skills, including 
navigation, boat-building, sailing, canoeing, kayaking, pulling and swimming.  We participate in the 
ASTO Small Ships race with Old Royal sponsorship, this year crewed by Sam Round, Sam Trafford, 
Robbie Darnton, Sophie Rance, Jake Lovelock.  Our CCF of course links effectively with the Royal Navy.  
The Annual National Seafarers’ Service in St Paul’s Cathedral is one of the key events in the College year.  
And scholars still go on from Bearwood to take up a sea-faring life.  We were very proud when Old Royal 
Graham Harvey ceremonially represented the Merchant Navy at the 2009 Royal Albert Hall 
Remembrance Service televised nationally by the BBC. 

We are delighted to be able to carry on working enthusiastically alongside the Bearwood Old Royals 
Association, under the Presidency of Charlotte Penrose, with the shared aim of ensuring that Bearwood 
College grows onwards from strength to strength for many years ahead. 

Stephen Aiano, Headmaster  

*************************************************** *************************** 

BORA NEWS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Changes to the Website 
 
Watch this space as there may be 
changes towards the end of this year! 
  
 

Business Directory 
 
If anyone has a business they wish the BORA to 
advertise for free on their website, please contact 
the Secretary at 
OldRoyalsSecretary@bearwoodcollege.co.uk. 
  
 

Membership Appeal 
 
The Association is currently running 
a membership drive.   
 
Please check your own contact 
details are correct and ask any former 
school friends to check their details 
or register with the website, if they 
have not already done so.   
 
Go to www.oldroyals.org.uk and 
click on ‘Members Area.’  Then 
follow the prompted procedure.   
  
  
  

Reunions 
 
If anyone is thinking of, or trying to, arrange a 
Reunion-please do not struggle on alone.   
 
Contact the BORA for help and the Secretary, 
Susan Cherry, will assist you in any way that she 
can.  We are here to help! 
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THE ORGAN APPEAL 
 

As you those of you may remember from last 
year’s BORA News, the sum of £63,640 is 
required to repair the Organ.  A Sub-Committee of 
BORA Members, BPA and Members of Staff was 
set up to organise fund raising and CORA was 
born.   
 
The Organ Appeal is now well underway and a 
regular series of Organ Recital Concerts is held on 
the first Saturday of every month at 12 noon.  
Everyone is welcome to attend and refreshments 
are available.  You may even partake of a special 

cake baked personally by Charlotte Penrose, our President. 
 
These Concerts have been very successful and are ongoing.  A 24 Organ Recital Concert is 
planned  and it is also hoped that a Concert will be held on the morning of the Annual Reunion. 
 
Anoyone who wishes to make a donation is more than welcome to do so.  Please send your 
cheques, made payable, to ‘Bearwood Old Royals Association’, to the Secretary at the College.   
*************************************************** *************************** 

THE MEMORIAL GARDEN 
 

Work has been ongoing throughout the 
winter and spring and the Bearwood 
Old Royals Association is pleased to 
announce that the refurbishment and 
refreshment of the Memorial Garden is 
nearing completion. 
 
The Grand Opening Ceremony is to 
take place on 25th June 2011, which 
coincidentally is the date of our Annual 
Reunion. 
 
After the Annual General Meeting, 
before tea and cakes are served in the 
Billiard Room, Mrs Elizabeth Langley, 

the Chair of Governors has kindly agreed to officiate. 
 
We hope that BORA members and staff and scholars of the College feel free to  visit the Garden 
thereafter.   The aim is to provide a place of private contemplation and peace for all to enjoy.   
 
The Association would like to thank Carole Pocock and Rob Hedley for all their hard work in 
restoring the Garden.   
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.OBITUARIES 
 

We would like to offer our condolences to their families and friends.  Fuller Obituaries are 
located on the website for some of these former scholars. 
 
Name     Date of Death    Attended 
R Wynne-Ellis    27.7.2010    1956- 
Mr Bryan Clauson   18.02.2011    (Nelson Housemaster, 
          Economics Master and 
          2nd Master) 
Mrs A F Evett (nee Brachman) 04.1.2010    Left 1942 
E J Friend    08.7.2010    1930s 
Mrs Frances Lamb (nee Melarangi) 10.6.2010    1949-54 
Adrian Mead    11.8.2010    Drake Housemaster,  
          History, Latin and 
English          Master) 
M Payne    01.9.2009    1975-78 
S Polkinghorne   06.5.2010    1960s 
Paul Rigden    13.1.2011    1956-66 
Colin Shaw    01.1.2011    (Head of English and 
           Librarian, 1966-71) 
 
Anyone requiring hard copies of these Obituaries, should contact the Secretary. 
 
*************************************************** *************************** 

BORA 100 CLUB WINNERS IN 2010 
 
January  G W Bailey    July   R Greenland  
February  J M Davies    August   J McGinley  
March   J A M Kirk    September  Marion Rae 
April   Lis Greenland    October  B Wilkinson  
May   A Mitchell    November  D J Lesslie 
June   C J Heigham    December  V T Anderson 
 
There are still numbers available for purchase each costing £24 for the year. 
Please contact Sylvia@lambert-online.co.uk for more information. 
 
*************************************************** *************************** 

USEFUL LINKS 
 

1 www.brothersofthebaladi.com 
2 Www.h3lium3.com 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 
 

14th NOVEMBER 2010 
 

MERCHANT NAVY MEMORIAL at TOWER HILL 

   
 
Attendees: 
 
David Ward (Bearwood Old Royals Association) 
Felicity Dalton (the Royal Merchant Navy School Foundation) 
Liz Langley (Bearwood College) 
Charles Barton (Bearwood College) 
 
The representatives of the College and BORA met at 10am. The meeting point was in the Trinity 
House building which is adjacent to the Merchant Navy Memorial on Tower Hill.  The position 
of the memorial is very imposing, overlooking the Tower of London and the Thames. 
Having met our group and collected the appropriate wreaths we were marshalled with military 
precision by the Honourable Company of Master Mariners before taking our places at the 
memorial. 
The Bearwood contingent also included the Headmaster, Stephen Aiano, and the very smart 
Bearwood Colour Party. 
The Remembrance service, conducted by the Chaplain of the Honourable Company, included the 
two minute silence to enable everyone present to remember their loved ones who have been lost 
at sea.traffic was stopped during the two minute silence and for once London was a very quiet 
place. 
The rain almost held off for the event with just a light shower towards the end of the service. 
Wreaths were laid by Charles Barton for the College, Felicity Dalton for the RMNS and David 
Ward for BORA.   
 
Report by David Ward 
Photographs by Anne Delaney 
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REPORT ON THE ANNUAL REUNION 26.6.10 
 

For those of you who could not attend 
last year, pictures are available in the 
News Section of the Community Area 
of the website.  Please go to page 2.   
 
The Headmaster joined us for lunch 
and the guests enjoyed the scholars 
menu.  Many felt the food available far 
surpassed that they had enjoyed.  The 
scholars menu will be available at this 
year’s Reunion so do come and see 
what you are missing.   
 
That evening for the first time the BPA 
held their Midsummer Ball, which a 

number of Bearwood Old Royals attended.  The BPA are holding this year’s Midsummer Ball on 
the same night and again, BORA member’s are fortunate enough to be invited.  You do not have 
to join us for the Annual Reunion to attend the Midsummer Ball.  Contact the Secretary for 
further details.   
*************************************************** *************************** 

REPORT ON THE TYNESIDE REUNION 2010 
 
The Tyneside Reunion took place on 26th August 2010 at 
the Marsden Inn in South Shields.   
 
Sadly, some people who had hoped to be there could not 
make it, but a number of Bearwood Old Royals who were 
able to make it spent a very happy afternoon reminiscing and 
looking at Archive photographs, all 10 albums of them.   
 
 

Sylvia Lambert organized and hosted the Reunion as 
 usual.  The next such Reunion will probably take  
place in 2012.  For a list of all those who attended, 
go to the News Section of the Community Area of the 
website and check out page 2. 
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KATE VARLEY’S REUNION IN RYE MAY 2012 
Mon June 18th JUNE 2012   OR   Tues 19th JUNE  2012    

 
Following a very successful Reunion in Spain in 2008 organised by Andrea Holder, Kate Varley 
offered to host the next geographic Reunion, this time in the UK.  She has kindly supplied us 
with further information and we would ask anyone interested to complete the following 
Questionnaire. 
 
Following a previous survey it would seem that easy access was an important factor to the venue, 
only 2 hotels in Rye with Restaurant & toilet facilities on the ground floor, and both very 
different in style & cost. I shall decide by a majority response.  Their details are available on the 
internet:  
 
The Riverside Restaurant at River Haven Hotel, Strand Quay, Rye,  
East Sussex.TN31 7EL, e-mail address www.riverhaven.co.uk   
The Mermaid Inn, Mermaid Street, Rye, East Sussex, TN31 7EY 
E-mail address www.mermaidinn.com  

  
Comparisons 

 
The Mermaid Inn  ***  
Historically important, International 
reputation &, situated in the citadel with  
Limited Parking  
Room Hire for meeting  £200 
Some steps  
Light lunch £19.80 
Evening Meal £36 + 10%service  1 Set menu 
                                   Not including drink  

 
Riverside restaurant at River Haven Hotel ** 
 Modern Hotel,  Facing Rye across River 
2 minute walk to Citadel 
 Good Parking 
 Room Hire for meeting  - Nil  
Full disabled facilities 
Light lunch £13.50  
Evening Meal £18.50 – 3 Starters, 3 Mains 2 Sweets 
                                              Not including drink      

Prefer   Yes /  No Prefer     Yes / No 

 
If you wished to stay on would you wish to Visit :-   (none of this is a commitment, just initial 
thoughts) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Names  
Address 
 

 

Tel   
email  
 
Please reply to:- 
 Kathy Varley (nee Kate Bruder),   Tel 01797 223760 
‘Tidings’, Military Road, Rye. East Sussex. TN31 7NY   
thevarleysrye@talktalk.net 

Bexhill  Yes No 
Ypres & the Menin Gate Yes No 

Prefered Date for reunion 2012 Mon  18th June Tues 19th June 
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PROPOSED 1970s, 1980s AND 1990S REUNION 
 
Did you attend the College in the 1970s, 1980s or 1990s? 
 
Are you interested in catching up with old school friends and revisiting the College? 
 
We have already canvassed BORA members some of whom indicated they felt neglected by the 
Association and who argued for a Reunion for those who left within the last 30 years. 
 
We are therefore planning to hold a Reunion in 2012, probably on a Friday evening.  The plan at 
present is to arrange a sit down meal for all to enjoy.   
 
If anyone has any further suggestions or requests, please contact the Secretary.   
 
Again, anyone interested in attending should let the Secretary know.  She will start an e-mail list 
and all those on that list will receive regular information regarding this Reunion.   
*************************************************** ***************************  

RESULTS OF REUNION CRUISE 2011 SURVEY 
 
At the AGM last year, it was suggested by a BORA member that a Reunion Cruise be held.   
 
A questionnaire was duly issued to ascertain the level of interest.   
 
Due to a lack of response (thank you to those members that did reply!), the Association decided 
not to proceed with this suggestion.   
 
Instead, the Association felt that if any members wished to holiday together it would gladly assist 
and publicise their Cruise. 
*************************************************** ***************************  

OVERSEAS REPRESENTATIVES 

 

The Association has a great many members living overseas.  Indeed, there are very large 
communities in certain countries.   

If anyone living in such a community is interested in acting as an Overseas Representative, we 
would be glad to hear from you.    

At present we envisage such a Representative as developing and maintaining a network of 
contacts and liaising with the Secretary on matters of importance to the Association.  The role 
would be voluntary and unpaid so do not all rush at once! 
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ALUMNI SECRETARY’S NEWS 
 
Richard Carr – (1971)  I have  very mixed memories of my years at Bearwood as a 
Foundationer.  During my later years at the College I became ill and screwed my A-levels, 
getting only one of them. I went into the banking industry briefly before embarking on a 34 year 
transport career. I went to Newcastle Poly then into the road haulage and later road passenger 
industries ending up in the Highlands of Scotland before doing my MSc at Plymouth University 
in a shipping/logistics related discipline in 1991/2. I then went into the rail industry with local 
Government posts at Hampshire and Essex CC's before going into rail consultancy. I moved back 
to Scotland in 2004 and now work for the charity I started in 2007 which is a Community Rail 
Partnership for the Stranraer to Ayr rail line. 
 
The education I got at Bearwood was great but personally I found it hard. I could never quite see 
why my fellow boarders had to be quite so cruel when all I wanted to do was get on. We were 
hardly in competition with each other, only the system to get the best grades and a better 
education. It eased up by the time I got to the 6th form and it is hardly a surprise that I didn't 
really stay in contact with anyone at Bearwood except for a while Steve Killinger (Drake), 
though a year or so ago I heard from Johnie Sandler who was in Nelson at the same time. 
 
I think Bearwood made me a bit of a rebel now, but that wasn't the fault of the school just the 
social interaction with the other boys.  I have never married, which is sad but I do have two 
wonderful cats called Whisky, a female tabby and Guiness a black male. Thankfully my mum is 
still alive and lives on the IoW near Yarmouth. I never had any siblings and of course the 
memories of Bearwood are never far way. Perhaps had I gone there under different circumstances 
things may have been different. Who knows? I am grateful to the King Georges Fund for Sailors 
for funding my education at Bearwood and always have a soft spot for them. 
 
Mark Robert Clay who writes “Just wanted to drop a line to say hello. I have not been the best 
‘Old Royal’ in the world with coming to alumni meetings or buying stuff.  I am a life-long 
member of the Association from 1982 when I left Bearwood with 8 ‘O’ levels, and later went on 
to study at Hatfield Polytechnic, then Poiters University, and Bournemouth University, and lastly 
receiving my teaching qualifications from Warwick as well as becoming an assistant examiner 
for Cambridge University.  I am now head of mathematics at the American School of Campinas, 
Brazil.   I was not always a teacher but worked for some years for Unisys, finishing my time at 
Oracle; having worked for Unisys in the Europe Africa Division in Eastern-Europe, the Middle-
East and South Africa, and as a teacher in new York and now South America.  Now speaking two 
languages.  I hope such a brief e-mail may be of interest, so that others can see how cultured, well 
traveled and distinguished one can become after graduating from Bearwood.   
 
Anthony Cope – (1974) can still remember his school number and his House (116 in 
Frobisher). He joined the MN in March 1975.   From the very interesting reminiscences sent to 
the Alumni Secretary, he was a ‘bit of a lad’ but feels that even if he didn’t always take 
advantage of what was on offer, Bearwood did give him confidence in life.   
He lives in Hertfordshire and if any of his contemporaries reading this would like to hear more of 
his memories of school, then just email the Alumni Secretary and you will be sent the 
unexpurgated details. 
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Thomas O’Donnell, who left in June 2009, has started his Level 3 diploma at the Fashion 
Retail Academy in London, having completed Level 2 with Distinction.   
 
He has had work experience with several big high street stores and was employed at Harvey 
Nicols’ Knightsbridge store.  He aspires to become a buyer for a fashion store or chain.   
 
He appreciates his time at Bearwood and feels better equipped for life in the real world as a result 
of his time here. 
 
Brian Spicer - My father was Captain in Clan Line when I was at RMNS and I was a paying 
student.  
 
I left in 1959 to do 2 years pre-sea training on HMS.Worcester, before going to sea in 1961seem 
to remember being at RMNS for 2 years so could have been 1957 when I joined. Some of the 
photos from the time are dated 57. Can't find any papers from those days to pin it down any 
closer. I was in Drake house. 
 
We live in Cornwall and a bit far from thecollege but did visit a few years ago on the way to 
Heathrow and was amazed at how little it had changed and it was great to see the lake and 
woods too. well remember scrubbing the full length of the diningfloor on hands and knees for the 
reward of a crust of bread! I still like crusts too! 
 
After leaving RMNS I spent 2 years on the training ship HMS.Worcester which, after Bearwood, 
was like a holiday camp! I found it very easy to settle in there unlike many who were away from 
home for the first time and I was easily able to stand up to the bullies.  
 
I then went to sea as a deck officer with British & Commonwealth Shipping Company (Union-
Castle and Clan Line) and sailed on various types of ships with them through the ranks including 
passenger ships, tankers, refrigerated vessels bringing fruit from South Africa or meat from 
Australia and numerous general cargo ships.   
 
One of my favourite ships was MV. Tintagel Castle and now we live in Tintagel, Cornwall and 
our house overlooks the castle and is called Castle View!   
 
I married in 1972 and my wife accompanied me on some of my voyages. 
 
We have been running a small B & B here for many years although we are now winding down a 
bit and taking things more easily now.  
 

Mini Reunions 
 
In September last year, Barbara Jarman (Mrs Braaten) visited 
the UK from Canada and met up in Bury St Edmunds with 
Margaret Ward (Mrs Coulson, Katie Lukes (Mrs Andrews), 
Jill Christian and Terry Connor. 
 
Summer ‘62 leavers Glyn Harris (Drake), Ray Ellis (Drake), 
Mike Curtis (Drake) and Tim Shotton (Frobisher) along with 
Mike’s wife Margaret, met in Aintree on 16/17/18 October 
2011 for their ‘mini reunion’.   
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The first thing to do was to formally consider allowing non-Drake members to attend; I’m 
pleased to say this was agreed but on a split vote – with Margaret scoring higher than Tim of 
Frobisher.  The Team Hotel was in the shadow of Aintree Racecourse (the Grand National is held 
in Aintree not Liverpool) with Friday night being a social evening starting with a few jars in a 
local hostelry, though significantly more than a few in Ray’s case. Where does he put it? This is 
where the three days of reminiscing started with a toast to ‘absent friends’, broken only by Glyn 
raging at the bar staff for slamming empty bottles into the bottle bins. 
Then it was off for a late evening meal in nearby Melling where we were joined by Glyn’s wife 
Pat and then back to Glyn’s for cheese and crackers – and in Ray’s case, more drink. Just into the 
early hours, Mike, Margaret, Ray and Tim left for their hotel (how they got Ray back I’ll never 
know) to return on Saturday morning for English breakfast.  Saturday was always going to be the 
big day and a list best sums up what we saw and did: 
1 St Nicolas’s Church which contains plaques from the first seamen’s orphanage in Liverpool 

though sadly it wasn’t open. 
2 took the ferry ‘cross the Mersey. 
3 the ‘Three Graces’ – The Liver Building, The Cunard Building and The Mersey Docks and 

Harbour Board Building. 
4 the original Office of The Royal Liverpool Seamen’s Orphanage. 
5 the really rude statue of Queen Victoria. 
6 the law courts which housed the cases against Ken Dodd and Steve Gerrard (did they really 

believe convictions could be achieved with a Liverpool jury?). 
7 the John Lennon peace statue recently unveiled by Yoko Ono. 
8 Brian Epstein’s shop and office where he was first told about The Beatles and where John 

Lennon later told him that Pete Best was out; the story is that Brian asked him how he was 
going to tell Pete Best to which John replied “We’re not Eppy, you are”.. 

9 the route Brian Epstein took from his office to see The Beatles for the first time. 
10 Mathew Street including The Grapes pub and down The Cavern itself; Glyn played there 

twice and remembered taking Tim Holmes there when he visited Liverpool many years 
ago. 

11 lunch in The Cavern Walks, forsaken by Ray due to a need to visit a more alcoholic venue. 
12 The Philharmonic Pub famous for its ornate gents’ toilets (Ray stayed with us this time). 
13 the two Liverpool cathedrals and the famous walk between them of Hope Street. 
14 the renowned Adelphi Hotel. 
15 the ornate and prominent St George’s Hall.. 
On Saturday evening, it was back into the city for a long and leisurely evening meal with 
breakfast at Glyn’s on Sunday morning before dispersing.  The backdrop to all this was of course, 
much talk and stories about the many fellow pupils who had been with us at Bexhill and 
Bearwood, some sadly no longer with us; it was a twist of fate how we were all brought together 
and it’s good that we remain in touch through the Old Royals’ Association and the efforts of 
Sylvia Lambert and Carole Pocock who organise special events for us. 
We remembered with great fondness our days and education at Bearwood; after taking off 
holidays, we were there together for only 3.5 years in total, yet it left lasting impression on us all 
for life.  Would we have another ‘mini reunion’? Yes, it’s already fixed for two years’ time when 
we plan to compare our old age pension books....... 
 
Glyn Harris 
Bexhill-on-Sea 1954/1957 
Bearwood 1957/1962 
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Precis of the Minutes of the AGM 
Held on 26th June 2010 from 3.00 pm until 4.10 pm 

 
4. The President’s Report:  
 Miss Charlotte Penrose thanked the Committee and all the members for attending the AGM.  She 

said that it had been a daunting prospect when she first took on the role of President but that she 
had enjoyed her first year.  She said the Association has worked hard this year strengthening its 
relationship with the BPA.  She confirmed that our Change of Name to the Bearwood Old Royals’ 
Association took effect from 1st January and that work has also commenced this year on the 
Memorial Garden.  The President also announced that in January of this year the Organ Fund was 
launched.  In addition, the Association’s Treasurer James Walton is standing down and the 
Asociation once again finds itself searching for a replacement.  If anyone is interested in taking on 
this role, the President appealed for them to make themselves known to the Committee after the 
meeting.  Finally, stories have appeared in the press publicising the College’s dispute with the 
Foundation.  The President wished to offer her support to the College and expressed her 
confidence in the Headmaster and his staff. 

 
5. The Treasurer’s Report: 
 Carole Pocock one of the Co-Vice Presidents, has been acting as Treasurer while James Walton 

has been busy.  Copies of the Balance Sheet as at 31st December 2009 had been distributed for 
members to read.  She read her pre-prepared Report: 

 
Treasurer’s Report for the 2009 Accounts 

As you will see from the printed Balance Sheet, we ended the year with a net increase in funds of 
£3,782.40.   This was basically due to the fact that there is now a new system for collecting the 
Life Membership fees from parents, whereby they pay the whole of the subscription with their 
first term’s invoice.  This will take a while to work through the system, so there are still parents 
who will be paying on a termly basis, but overall it should prove a much easier way of checking 
who are paid up and who aren’t.  It has been a problem that we have been trying to overcome for 
some time.  The increase was reduced by the fact that the income from our investments was down 
by over 60%, due of course to the drop in interest rates. 
The renovation of the Memorial Garden is to be funded from the 100 Club money, which has been 
agreed by all those contributing to the fund.  We therefore transferred £3,000 into the Current 
Account as a start (not knowing at this stage what the overall cost is going to be), to cushion the 
bank balance, but in fact the expensive work did not take place in this financial year.   The cost of 
the stump removal has been shared by the College, but the bill came in at the end of the year, and 
it was January before the College paid us their half, so that will show in next year’s accounts. 
The Sinking fund was £350 over its allowance, but £200 of this was to sponsor pages in the Sixth 
Form Leaver’s book, which was a good way for us to advertise the Association, so maybe money 
well spent!   The other reason for overspending was that we were asked at the last minute to help 
with a college trip to Grenada that had a shortfall, and decided that it would be difficult to say no 
having helped for similar trips in the past.  The college were however made aware that as our 
income had reduced, sponsorship this year might not be quite so readily available, and they must 
request sponsorship at the start of the year, so we can budget appropriately. 
Orbits continued to cost us nearly £2,000 to print and send out.   However steps are being taken to 
reduce this figure drastically, as from next year, 2011, only those who have requested a paper 
copy will receive one, otherwise it will be available on the Website or by e.mail.  Very little 
merchandising has taken place but badges and ties are still available from Susan Cherry, and Polo 
Shirts via Sylvia.  That concludes my report, are there any questions? 
 

Carole Pocock, Hon. Assistant Treasurer, June 2010. 
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6. Election of Officers: 

At this point in the meeting Miss Charlotte Penrose stood down and Mr Mike Watts, the other Co-
Vice President took over the meeting.  Mr Mike Watts expressed, on behalf of the Committee and 
the Association, his thanks to Mr James Walton.  He also confirmed that Mr Dan Shilcock is also 
standing down.  He expressed his thanks for all his hard work throughout his time on the 
Committee.   
Mr Mike Watts asked Miss Charlotte Penrose if she wished to stand for re-election to the post of 
President.  She confirmed she did.  Mr Mike Watts then proposed her for the post and was 
unanimously seconded by all those attending.  Miss Charlotte Penrose was duly re-elected as 
President for another year.  The President then resumed control of the meeting.  She informed the 
membership that Mrs Carole Pocock, Mr Mike Watts and Mrs Sylvia Lambert were all standing 
for re-election.  Mr Terry Connor acted as proposer and Mr David Ward seconded.  There were no 
objections and they were all three re-elected.  The remainder of the Committee are all standing for 
re-election.  Mrs Carole Pocock proposed and Mr Mike Watts seconded.  There were no 
objections.  Miss Charlotte Penrose then introduced Mr Russell Hamblin who had been invited to 
join the Committee part the way through the year.  The President then introduced Mr Richard 
Walker, who had been approached by Mr Russell Hamblin, with a view to taking up the role of 
Treasurer.  He then addressed the meeting.  He attended the College 1981-1990.  He lives in 
Bristol, is a Financial Adviser and was honoured to be able to help. 
 

7. Reunions: 
 This item had been added at the request of Mr Terry Connor.  He addressed the meeting.  He said 

he was speaking on behalf of Mr Gordon Ganderton.  He wished to raise the idea of a Reunion 
Cruise; he had already spoken to some members today who had expressed varying levels of 
interest.  He thought a questionnaire could be circulated in an attempt to ascertain if there was any 
interest.   Mrs C Pocock did raise the issue of Mrs Kate Varley’s planned Reunion in 2012.  She 
felt it was important these Events do not clash.  Mrs Carole Pocock said she like the idea of the 
Cruise a great deal and felt the best way was that once a particular Cruise was selected each 
member book their own holiday.  Mr Terry Connor agreed that this was probably best and that 
only a collator would be required.  It was agreed that the Secretary would start the publicity.  Mrs 
Carole Pocock and Mrs Sylvia Lambert agreed to start canvassing their own networks.  Mr David 
Ward said that if Mrs Kate Varley was agreeable her Reunion could take place in the Spring/early 
Summer and the Cruise later in the year.  Mr Terry Connor thanked the Committee and 
membership for their attention.  Mrs Carole Pocock advised the meeting that Mrs Kate Varley’s 
Reunion was probably going to be located in Bexhill, to give those attending a chance to revisit 
the College’s location there.   

 
8. Any Other Business: 
 At this point in the meeting Louise Docherty entered.  She had previous e-mailed the Secretary 

with a request for sponsorship.  She is taking part in the Horses for Heroes race.  She has two 
horses of her own.  The funds raised will go towards the Help for Heroes campaign.  She thanked 
the membership for their attention and left information and sponsorship forms.  The President 
informed the membership that the Association had again sponsored the U6 Leavers Book for 
£200.  We had two pages allocated in it.  A copy of the book was still to be made available to us. 
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9. The Memorial Garden: 
 Mrs Rob Hedley, Committee Member, reported on the current situation to the Membership.  The 

Garden had been cleared  and new railings were being put in place- this work was almost 
 complete.  Brick pillars to match those already in place have been built and installed.  
Then wire netting to animal proof the bottom will be added.  The central bed has been cleared, 
membraned and stoned.  A new sundial has also been placed in the Garden.  There are 2 seats now 
back in the Garden which will be cleaned over the summer.  It is intended that filled flower 
troughs will also feature.   The work should be completed by August.  Over the winter the flowers 
to be grown will be considered.  Mrs Rob Hedley then advised the meeting that she had  located 
a source of red sandstone which could be used to carve a member’s name on if a plaque was 
required for them in the Garden.  The only problem would be how to fix it in place.  Mrs Carole 
Pocock did advise the meeting that the intention had been to install a solar powered water feature.  
However, it had been shown by trial and error that this would not be practicable.  However, as 
there is apparently going to be an Open Air Theatre in the grounds it may be possible to utilise 
some of the electric cables that will need to be installed to provide back up power to a  solar 
powered water feature.  Mr Mike Watts has agreed to talk to the Bursar.  Mr Terry Connor anked 
Mrs Rob Hedley and Mrs Carole Pocock for all their hard work on the Garden.   

 
10. The Organ: 
 Mr Martin Barnes, Committee Member, presented this item.  He confirmed the Organ is still 

functioning.  Funds are being generated.  The Fund Raising Committee has a number of ideas in 
mind which it is hoped will come to fruition next term.  One of the ideas is a 24 hour Organ 
Recital with 6 players involved.  Another is lunchtime Recitals on a Saturday.  Another is a 24 
hour sponsored Hymn Singing Event.  The plan would be to sing the Hymn Book in its entirety.  
Mr Martin Barnes also advised that a pipe thermometer which is moveable is being built.  Mr 
Mike Watts stated that the collection taken during the Chapel Service will be donated to the Organ 
Fund.  If the membership wish to donate any more money to the Organ Fund, please give it to the 
Secretary.  Mr David Ward said that at last year’s AGM the membership had voted to donate 
£10,000 towards the repair of the Organ.  Looking at the Balance Sheet as at 31.12.2009, 
shouldn’t this appear as a liability?  Mrs Carole Pocock accepted this suggestion.  Mr Mike Watts 
confirmed that the College are going to match our figure.  Mr David Ward asked if any of the 
College staff had been approached to donate towards the Organ Fund?  Mr Mike Watts replied 
that the Organ Fund Raising Committee consisted of BORA Committee Members, the BPA and 
College staff.  It was also mentioned that perhaps those leaving the College could be asked to 
donate.  Mr Terry Connor suggested that in the Minutes it could be stated that perhaps BORA 
members in their own area could undertake an activity requiring sponsorship as part of the fund 
raising effort.  Miss Charlotte Penrose said this was a good idea.  It was agreed that the Secretary 
would draft a sponsorship form.   

  
 Mr David Ward then said that he would like to return to Agenda Item 8.  He said he was a very 

keen supporter of the charity ‘Help for Heroes’ and wanted the Association to make a formal 
donation to Louise Docherty.  Mr Terry Connor seconded this proposal and the sum duly agreed 
after some discussion was £250. 

 
11. The 100 Club: 
 Mrs Sylvia Lambert then spoke on the subject of the 100 Club.  She advised that numbers were 

dropping and asked all the members present to join the 100 Club or aid her efforts to recruit more 
contributors.  Mr Mike Watts said that he would ask the BPA tonight if any parents might be 
interested. 

 

The meeting closed at 4.00 pm. 
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MERCHANDISE NEWS 
 

  
GARMENT CODE COLOUR SIZE QUANTITY 

UNIT 
COST TOTAL 

 
1) Sweatshirt 
 

 
7620M 

 
French Navy 

 
 

 
£16. 80 

 

 
27.00 

 
2) College Hoodie 
 

 
JH001 

 
French Navy 

  
£17.40 

 

 
28.00 

 
3) Men’s Polo Shirt     
 

 
SS402 

 
Deep Navy 

  
£13.20 

 

 
22.00 

 
4) Ladies Polo Shirt 
 

 
SS212 

 
Deep Navy 

  
£13.20 

 

 
22.00 

5) Fleece zip- 
    front jacket 

 
RG122 

 
Dark Navy 

  
£22.20 

 

 
34.50 

6) Navy tie with Multiple crests 
    

  
£10.00 

 

7) Lapel Badge (pin) 
  

    £3.50  

TOTAL DUE:                 £ 

SIZE GUIDE: 
 
1 SIZES: Medium (38/40): Large (40/42): XLarge (42/44): XXLarge (44/46) 
   

2         SIZES: Medium (40): Large (44): XLarge (48): XXLarge (52) 
 
3 & 4        

 
SIZES: 

 
Mens  – Medium (38/40): Large (41): Xlarge (44/46): XXLarge (47/49) 
Ladies - Small (10): Medium (12): Large (14): XLarge (16): XXLarge (18) 

   

5 SIZES: Small (38); Medium (40): Large (42): Xlarge  (44): XXLarge (47) 
   
 
Other sizes and colours may be available so do please ask if you cannot see what you are looking for. 
 
Overseas postal costs are in the region of £6 extra per garment.   
  
TO VIEW THESE GARMENTS: 
 
Go to the Supplier’s website at www.kttextiles.co.uk.  They have an online catalogue so to view Garments 1-5 
simply type in the Code where indicated.  If you click on online catalogue on the left hand side and then online 
catalogue again you should be able to enter the codes and bring up all the garments.   
  
HOW TO ORDER: 
 
Please e-mail the Secretary with the relevant information and forward a cheque made payable to the Bearwood Old 
Royals’ Association, to the Old Royals Secretary at the College.  All orders must come through the Secretary so 
the correct logo can be used. 
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ANNUAL REUNION/AGM 25.6.2011 DETAILS 
 

Programme for the Day 
 

11.00 am AGM.  Tea and Coffee available in the Billiard Room.   

12 noon CORA Organ Recital Concert. 

12.45 pm Reception in the Billiard Room. 

1.30 pm Lunch in the Dining Hall. 
Menu 

 
Beef Lasagne 

Vegetable Pasta 
Cheesy Garlic Bread 

Broccoli 
 

Apple Pie & Fresh Custard 
 

2.30 pm – 4.00 pm John Hann will be opening the Stannard Room.  To be 
confirmed. 

4.00 pm Grand Opening of the Memorial Garden. Guest of Honour Mrs E 
Langley. 
Tea and Coffee and Cake/Biscuits available in the Billiard 
Room.   

5.15 pm Evensong.  Two readers are required.  If you are planning on 
coming and you would like to participate in the Service, please 
contact the Secretary so you can be sent the reading in advance. 

 
Menu for Lunch 

This year the Committee has decided to offer the scholar’s menu for our membership to enjoy.  Compare 
how current Bearwood scholars are fed with how you were fed when you attended Bearwood. 
 

Application for Tickets 
£10.00 per head.  This includes Reception, Lunch and afternoon tea and coffee with Cake/Biscuits. 

 
If you would like to attend the Reunion, please complete and return the tear-off slip below as soon as 
possible together with your cheque and a stamped, addressed envelope.  It is necessary to pre-book for 
the lunch.  If you have any queries, please contact Susan Cherry the Secretary on 0118 974 8333 on 
Thursdays.  E-mail at OldRoyalsSecretary@bearwoodcollege.co.uk. 
 
I will be attending the Bearwood Old Royals Reunion on 25 June 2011 and enclose my cheque for 
£…………… to cover lunch for …………………people.  Please make the cheques payable to the 
BEARWOOD OLD ROYALS’ ASSOCIATION. 
 
 
Name:………………………………………………(Maiden Name):……………………………….…… 
 
Address:…………….……………………………………………………………………………………......  
 
Phone:…………………………………………E-mail:………………………………………… 
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BPA SUMMER BALL 25.6.2011 
 

The Bearwood Parents’ Association are again hosting the Summer Ball this year. 
 
This fantastic event is set to take place on 25 June 2011 on the evening of the Annual Reunion 
and AGM.  This is to allow any Bearwood Old Royals attending to stay and join current 
Bearwood Parents for this much anticipated night.  Of course, if you do not wish to attend the 
Annual Reunion but just wish to join them for the Summer Ball, you are more than welcome.   
 
The cost for a ticket is to be no more than £35.  More details will follow as soon as they are 
available.  Please check the website regularly and contact the Secretary if you are interested.   

 
Application for Tickets 

 
£35.00 per head.  If you would like to attend the Summer Ball, please complete and return the 
tear-off slip below by 1 June 2011 together with your cheque and a stamped, addressed 
envelope.  It is necessary to pre-book for this event.  If you have any queries, please contact 
Susan Cherry the Secretary on 0118 974 8333 on Thursdays.  E-mail at 
OldRoyalsSecretary@bearwoodcollege.co.uk. 
 
I will be attending the BPA Summer Ball on 25 June 2011 and enclose my cheque for  
£…………………… to cover attendance for …………………people.  Please make the cheques 
payable to the  BPA. 
 
Name:…………………………………………(Maiden Name):………………………………… 
 
Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Phone:……………………………………………E-mail:………………………………………... 
 
*************************************************** *************************** 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2011/2012 
 
1 Annual Reunion on 25th June 2011 from 11.00 am until 6.00 pm.   
 
2 BPA Midsummer Ball on 25th June 2011 in the evening. 
 
3 Rugby Match.  This will probably be held in December of 2011.   
 
4 1970s, 1980s, 1990s Decades Reunion.  Planned for 2012.   
 
5 Mrs Varley’s Reunion in Rye on 18th or 19th June 2012.   
 
6 CORA Organ Recital Concerts the first Saturday of every month.  Held in the Chapel 
 from 12 noon.   
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THE SPORTING SCENE 
 
As well as the Reunions and Events 
listed previously, the Association and 
the College continue with their regular 
programme of Sporting Events.   
 
All sporting events are advertised on 
our website and details are usually 
posted on the relevant Bearwood 
Facebook pages.   
 
If anyone is interested in either playing 
at any upcoming match or simply has 
any questions, please contact the 
Secretary in the first instance.   

*************************************************** ***************************  

KEEPING IN TOUCH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have You? 
1. Told us of any change in your postal and or/e-mail address? 
2. Signed up to become a member of the website.  Simply go to www.oldroyals.org.uk and click on the 

‘Members Area’ button to go to the secure pages of the website.  Then click ‘Register’ to 
proceed. 

3. Put the date for the Annual Reunion/AGM of 25th June 2011 in your diary.  

Visiting the College? 
Please feel free to visit the College-the best day to do so is a Thursday.  The Secretary can then show 
you around and you can stay to lunch if you wish!   Please note that due to increased vigilance 
unauthorised visitors, without identification, an appointment and a visitor’s badge, are likely to be 
challenged and asked to leave the site.   
  
There is a local hotel which offers discounted rates to Bearwood Old Royals so contact the Secretary to 
set up a date and time. 
  

Committee Members 
President: Charlotte Penrose, Co-Vice Presidents: Mike Watts and Carole Pocock, Treasurer: 
Richard Walker, Alumni Secretary: Sylvia Lambert, Members: Caspar Atkinson, Martin Barnes, 
Robert Boyle, Russell Hamblin, Rob Hedley,  Paul Marsh, John Shield. 
Secretary: Susan Cherry.   
  
There are always spaces on the Committee so if you are interested in joining, contact the 
Secretary in the first instance. 

Contact Us 
You can ring the Secretary every Thursday on 0118 974 8333 or e-mail the 
OldRoyalsSecretary@bearwoodcollege.co.uk or Secretary.ora@webalumnus.com 


